Introduction
Your junior and senior years at Weatherford High School will be ones spent finalizing your plans for post-secondary life. Most of the options that you will consider will involve making applications and applying for different programs. Your plans may include college, trade school, the military, or the work force. Now is the time to complete your plans and make those very important choices for your future. 

The options that are open to you are varied and often complex and involve researching many choices. To make an intelligent decision, you must consider the following:

1. Know yourself-your strengths and weaknesses

2. Know your objectives and goals

3. Know your options

Included in the junior/senior handbook is information about post-secondary choices such as college, trade schools, and military. There are tips on the SAT/ACT a timeline, a list of the most popular colleges and universities and much more. 

Your counselors are available to assist you as you make your plans. The most important step that you can take this year is to commit to come to school every day, do your homework every day, and make the best grades that you are capable of earning. Your junior/senior year is your last opportunity to prepare for what is to come. Ask if you need help.

We hope that you have a wonderful year!
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Important Dates to Remember

Most students take the ACT and/or SAT during spring of their junior or fall of their senior year in high school. When students choose to retest, they should test early in the fall of their senior year. Listed below are the SAT and ACT test dates for the 2012-2013 school year with deadlines for registration. Students may register online. School code for both tests is 447395.
2012-2013 ACT Testing Dates

www.actstudent.org
Cost is $50.50
	Test Dates
	Registration Deadline
	Late Registration

	Sept. 8
	Aug. 17
	Aug. 18-24

	Oct. 27
	Sept. 21
	Sept. 22- Oct.5

	Dec. 8
	Nov. 2
	Nov. 3-16

	Feb. 9
	Jan. 11
	Jan. 12-18

	Apr. 13
	Mar. 8
	Mar. 9-22

	June 8
	May 3
	May 4-17


2012-2013 SAT Testing Dates

www.collegeboard.org
Cost is $50

	Test Dates
	Registration Deadline
	Late Registration

	Oct. 6
	Sept. 7
	Sept. 8- 24

	Nov. 3
	Oct. 4
	Oct. 5-19

	Dec. 1
	Nov. 1
	Nov. 2-16

	Jan. 26
	Dec. 28
	Dec. 29-Jan. 11

	Mar. 9
	Feb. 8
	Feb. 9-22

	May 4
	Apr. 5
	Apr. 6-19

	June 1
	May 2
	May 3-17


PSAT-Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test

· Juniors have the opportunity to qualify with the National Merit Scholarship Corporation

· Offered Wednesday, October 17-date set by College Board

· Test given to ALL sophomores at district expense. Cost for juniors is $14.00

· Juniors interested in taking the PSAT must register in Admin C

· Registration will end on Oct. 10
COMPASS
Administered throughout the year at Weatherford College. You may contact the Weatherford College Testing Center at (817)598-6301 to register. Cost is $25.00 (cash only)


SAT Practice Resources: http://sat.collegeboard.org/practice
SAT Facts: www.collegeboard.com/prod_downloads/sat/sat-facts.pdf
ACT Practice Resources: http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/index.html
ACT College Checklist: http://www.actstudent.org/college/checklist.html
ACT Career Planning: http://www.actstudent.org/wwm/index.html
Important Facts to Remember

· College and Career Night at Weatherford High School is October 15, 2012 from 6-8 p.m. in the cafeteria

· Juniors and Seniors receive 4 college days (2 each year).

· If you are eligible for free/reduced lunches then you qualify to take the SAT and/or ACT for FREE! Please see your counselor for a fee waiver. Also, this qualifies you to have a reduced price for AP testing and 4 college application fee waivers.
· The counselors create a new scholarship report the first of every month. These reports may be picked up in the counseling offices or online at WHS Grassburr under the student services link. 

SAT or ACT? Which to choose?

 

	 
	ACT
	SAT

	Length
	3 hours, 25 minutes (including the 30-minute optional writing test
	3 hours, 45 minutes

	Sections
	4 test sections (5 with the optional essay, known as the writing test)
	10 sections

	Areas Tested
	English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing (optional)
	Critical Reading, Math, Writing (includes the essay)

	Reading (ACT)/Critical Reading (SAT)
	4 reading comprehension passages, 10 questions per passage
	Mix of reading comprehension and sentence completion questions that require vocabulary expertise

	Science
	Science (analysis, interpretation, evaluation, problem solving) covered
	Science not included

	Math
	Math accounts for ¼ overall score
	Math accounts for 1/3 overall score

	Essay
	Last thing you do (optional); 30 minutes (not included in composite score)
	First thing you do: 25 minutes (factored into overall score)

	Scoring
	Total composite score of 1-36 (based on average of 4 tests)

4 scores of 1-36 for each test

Score of 0-12 for the optional essay
	Total score out of 2400

3 scores of 200-800 for each section

2 sub-scores of 20-80 for writing, multiple choice and 0-12 for the essay

	Wrong Answer Penalty
	No wrong answer penalty
	Yes, ¼ point per wrong answer (except for math grid-in questions)

	Sending Score History
	You decide which score is sent
	Your entire score history will be sent automatically


 

The SAT Reasoning Test is a test of the student’s problem solving ability.   The NEW SAT added a writing test, a tougher mathematics section, as well as other changes.  The new test, first administered in March 2005, requires each student to produce a handwritten essay as part of the new writing exam.  The reasoning test is often referred to as SAT I, while the subject tests (called SAT II) measure knowledge in specific subject areas.  A student may take up to 3 subject tests on any test date.  Not all colleges require the SAT II.  Students need to check the specific SAT requirements of the colleges to which they apply.  Most college-bound students should plan to take it beginning with the spring of their junior year.  It may be re-taken several times.   Although schools do see all of the scores, as a general practice they only use the highest combined verbal and math scores from the best sitting of the test.  For more information about the SAT visit www.collegeboard.com.  

 

The ACT is an achievement test, measuring what a student has learned in school.   The SAT is more of an aptitude test, testing reasoning and verbal abilities.  Beginning in the spring of 2005, the ACT began to offer an optional 30-minute Writing Test as an addition to the English portion of the ACT assessment.  You take the writing test only if required by the college you’re applying to.  The ACT lets the student decide what set of scores they want sent.  The ACT has an interest inventory that allows students to evaluate their interests in various career options.  Often, students whose worst subject is math will do better on this test because only ¼ of the composite score is based on mathematics.  It was designed to be taken by high school students towards the end of their junior year.  

 

Application –A Reflection of YOU

Colleges, recruiters, and employers learn about you from your application. In-depth insight is what is needed. The application is a mirror of who you are, so don’t hesitate to brag about your accomplishments. A well-crafted application can boost your chance for acceptance or employment. Some pointers are listed below.
· Avoid being boring. Give them a reason to remember and select you. Read your completed application before sending it. Is it repetitive? Do you sound snobbish? Is it tedious? Ask others to read it and give you input.
· Do not lie or exaggerate. Do not pretend to be something you are not. 

· Communicate effectively. This requires hard work. Think about what your assets are and then present them. Make sure that your birth date and social security number are correct. Use your complete formal name throughout the application process.

· Choose the best presentation style. Never send the first draft as the final copy. Keep the application neat. Since most applications are completed online now, it is much easier to make corrections. If you complete a hard copy application, make a photocopy of the application to use as a rough draft. Then copy it to the original when you have made corrections.

· Always read and follow instructions. Do not leave anything blank. Write “N/A” if an item does not apply to you.

· When an essay is required it is important that you spend quality time writing an essay that will make you stand apart from other applicants. Avoid spelling and grammatical errors by having your English teacher proofread your essay. Always type your essay.

· Schools and employers like students who can handle responsibility. Being a member of organizations is important, but becoming a leader in any of them is even better.

· Do omit an explanation of extenuating circumstances. Ask your counselor to explain unusual personal or family circumstances in a letter of recommendation. Be sure to ask for any letters of recommendation two or three weeks before you need it.

· When you have everything ready to send or mail, do not forget the application fee along with the application.
Questions to Ask Yourself When Selecting a College
1. Do I know what I want to major in? How sure am I? Would I like to be completely immersed in that field at a specialized college, or would I prefer to be at an institution where I can change majors if I change my mind?

2. Do I want to attend a co-ed college? Is the reputation of the college important?

3. Do I want to attend a church related college? Do I want to be around people who share my beliefs, or do I want to meet people of other faiths and value systems?

4. Do I want to attend a private college? Can I afford it? What is the value of paying more for tuition? Will I get a better job? 

5. Should I attend a community college for the first year or two? What would be the advantages and disadvantages? Are my grades and test scores good enough to get into a four year college? How does the four year college I plan to attend handle transfer students? Will I have to retake courses when I transfer?

6. Do I want a bachelor’s degree? Does the college I am considering offer a good program in my major?

7. Do I want to live in a dorm on campus? Do I want to room with someone I do not already know? Am I interested in organizations, athletics, and activities on campus?

8. Are the colleges I am considering accredited? Is the college nationally ranked? Do I care about the rank?

9. What is the faculty’s reputation? Are the faculty members in my selected major nationally recognized?

10. Do I want to attend college in Texas? Can I afford to go to school out of state? Do I plan to attend a small college or do I prefer a larger college? How important is night life to me?

11. What is the crime rate of the area I am considering? Are there provisions in place for campus police or others to provide safe rides at night?
12. Do I want to join a sorority or fraternity? Do I plan to be active in campus politics?

13. Are the student health services exemplary? Are the computer and library resources adequate?

14. What college am I leaning toward now?

How To Apply to College
1. Request information regarding admission, financial aid, scholarships, and housing from each school that interests you. This information can be requested by mail or online. If you need to talk to someone, call the school’s student services number.
2. Be aware of DEADLINES! Know the difference between “must be postmarked by” and “must be received by.”

3. It is a student’s responsibility to complete an official transcript request form as follows:

a. Complete a request form in the registrar’s office at least 2 weeks in advance of the mailing date. 

b. Transcripts will include grades, test scores, class rank, and grade point average.

c. Colleges and scholarship committees require that official transcripts be mailed directly from the high school registrar or other official. (You can request a copy of your transcript if you want an unofficial copy)

4. Fill out application the application online or using a paper copy. Most schools in Texas accept the Texas Common Application which can be found at www.applytexas.org
5. Most colleges have a separate application for scholarships.

6. Check with the college regularly to ensure that the college has received all paperwork

7. Upon completion of your senior year, the college will need a final transcript sent from the high school.

Don’t Forget!  WHS Career and Technical Education Department subscribes to Career Cruising, an on-line college and career exploration tool that helps you learn more about yourself and what careers might be right for you!  You can also research colleges to find the best fit for you and your career plans!  Stop by the Career Center for a visit and check it out or try it out at home.  See your counselor or Mrs. Lindsey in the Career Center for log-in information!
Most Requested Four Year Colleges and Universities in Texas

Abilene Christian University
St. Edwards University

Texas Tech University

ACCU Box 29000


3001 S. Congress


Box 45005

Abilene, TX 79699

Austin, TX 78704


Lubbock, TX 79409

915/674-2650


512/448-8500



806/742-1482

www.acu.edu


www.stedwards.com


www.ttu.edu
Angelo State University

Sam Houston State University
Trinity University

PO Box 11014 ASU

PO Box 2418



715 Stadium Dr

San Angelo, TX 76909

Huntsville, TX 77341


San Antonio, TX 78212

915/942-2041


409/294-1828



800/874-6489



www.angelo.edu


www.shsu.edu



www.trinity.edu
Austin College


Southern Methodist University
University of Dallas

900 Grand



6425 Boaz St.



1845 E. Northgate Dr.

Sherman, TX 75090

Dallas, TX 75275


Irving, TX 75062

903/813-3000


800/323-9672



800/628-6999

www.austinc.edu


www.smu.edu



www.udallas.edu
Baylor University


Texas State University 

University of North Texas

PO Box 97056


Office of Admission


PO Box 13797

Waco, TX 76798


San Marcos, TX 78666

Denton, TX 76203

800/229-5678


512/245-2364



800-868-8211

www.baylor.edu


www.txstate.edu


www.unt.edu
Hardin-Simmons University
Stephen F. Austin 


University of Texas

PO Box 16002


PO Box 132051


Office of Admissions
Abilene, TX 79698

Nacogdoches, TX 75962

Austin, TX 78712








800/259-9732



512/475-7399

www.hsutx.edu


www.sfasu.edu


www.utexas.edu
McMurry University

Texas A & M University

University of Texas at Arlington

Box 278 McMurry

217 Koldus  Bldg.


PO box 19111
Abilene, TX 79697

College Station, TX 77843

Arlington, TX 76019

800/460-2392


800/992-3292



817/272-6287

www.mcm.edu


www.tamu.edu


www.uta.edu
Midwestern State University
Texas Christian University



3410 Taft Blvd.


2800 S. University Dr.

Wichita Falls, TX 76308

Fort Worth, TX 76139

800/842-1922


817/921-7490

www.mwsu.edu


www.tcu.edu
Trade Schools

A trade school is dedicated to teaching you a specific job skill. Some trade schools do no require any general studies course work. Some require English, mathematics, and government in addition to specific skill courses. Applying to a trade school is similar to applying for college. As with all post high school education, your grads are an indication of responsibility, discipline, and leadership and will be a part of the admission process. Mathematics, especially Algebra and Geometry, will be the key course work to acceptance in technical trade schools.

COST: Trade schools can be more expensive than community colleges. Some have excellent records for post graduation employment. Do your homework and ask questions before you make your choice.

Trade schools will have two categories:

Technical: Mechanical, technology, electronics, computers, heating and air conditioning, aeronautics, mechanics, and construction are examples.

Vocational: Secretarial, bookkeeping, data processing, cosmetology, culinary arts, graphic arts, mortuary science, criminal justice, paramedic, marketing, and upholstering are examples. 
There are many private trade schools in Texas. The only state school is: Texas State Technical College. TSTC has numerous locations including Waco, Sweetwater, Breckenridge and Brownwood.
The Art Institute of Dallas




DeVry University

8080 Park Lane, Suite 100




301 Commerce Street, Suite 2000
Dallas, TX 75231






Ft. Worth, TX 76102
800/275-4243






(817) 810-9114
www.artinstitutes.edu/dallas/




www.dal.devry.edu
Remington College





Lincoln Technical Institute 
300 East Loop 820





2915 Alouette Drive

Ft. Worth, TX 76112 





Grand Prairie, TX 75052
800/560-6192






972/660-5701

www.remingtoncollege.edu




www.lincolnedu.com 
Texas State Technical College, Waco



Texas State Technical College, West TX
3801 Campus Drive





300 college Drive 
Waco, Texas 76705





Sweetwater Texas 79556
800/792-8784 






325/ 235-7300
www.tstc.edu






www.tstc.edu

The Military

The military trains young men and women so that they can protect the interests of our country. The United States military offers qualified high school graduates a good salary and free job training. It also provides discipline and structure, as well as opportunities for career advancement and travel. The military is the nation’s single largest employer, and it offers training in over 2,000 job specialties, 75% of which have civilian counterparts.

The four major branches of the military are the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. There are also military opportunities in the Coast Guard, National Guard, and the Reserves. ROTC programs are available for those students who want to attend college before they enter the military. The four military academies provide excellent educational opportunities for those students who qualify.
To enlist, a young man or woman must earn a minimum score on the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery), pass a physical exam, and a general rule, be a high school graduate. Through the delayed entry program, high school students can be sworn in during their senior year and then enter the military right after graduation. This enables students who want to receive training in a particular career field to have an opening in that field held for them.
A great deal of information is available for those considering the military as an option. There is a wealth of information on the internet (www.armedforcescareers.com). Students can also learn about a specific branch of the military by calling the following numbers and/or visiting the following websites:

Army
1-800-USA-Army
www.goarmy.com
817/594-8796
Navy
1-800-USA-Navy
www.navy.com
817/594-8903

Air Force
1-800-423-USAF
www.airforce.com
817/594-0084

Marines
1-800-Marines

www.marines.com
817/599-5324

The best way to learn about the military is to talk to the local recruiter. Because the career, training, and educational opportunities are different for each branch of the military, students should talk to recruiters that represent different military branches. 

Project Opportunity

A Foundation Scholarship Program

for

Weatherford High School Graduates
Deadline Dec. 1 of Junior Year
WHAT:
Project Opportunity Foundation gives eligible graduates of the Weatherford Independent School District an opportunity to receive financial support for post-secondary education.

WHO:
It is a project of Weatherford businesses, community members, and others created to provide funding for the Project Opportunity project.  A 510(c)(3) tax exempt foundation has been established to enable contributing companies and individuals to support this program.

WHY:
Project Opportunity is aimed at those students who are unlikely candidates for post-secondary training without intervention within the educational process.  Intervention will create an awareness of career opportunities available to individuals and assist in the development of a vision for the future for these students.  Mentors may provide guidance for students from the point of entry into the program through high school graduation.  The scholarship funds will provide financial assistance for post-secondary training.

HOW:
The Project Opportunity Foundation will provide the financial aid necessary to allow a student who qualifies under the Project Opportunity guidelines to attend Weatherford College with a full two-year scholarship of tuition, books, and fees up to a maximum of $5,000.

WHEN:
Project Opportunity became effective in the fall semester of 1991.  A student’s eligibility is determined by the Project Opportunity Scholarship Committee.  To receive the Opportunity scholarship, students must meet the academic and financial criteria established by the Opportunity program and/or related federal grant programs.

Senior Reminders
· Grades
· Pass all classes
· Check with teachers regularly about your grades so there are no surprises.
· Check grades in Skyward- https://skyward10.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wseduweatherfordtx/fwemnu01.w
· Be at school every day-then you will not have make-up hours.
· Do any necessary make-up hours as soon as you can.
· Pay any outstanding fees or fines.
· SAT, ACT, THEA, Compass

· If you have not taken the appropriate tests to be admitted to college, see your counselor NOW.
· Financial Aid

· Complete your financial aid (FAFSA) form after January 1, 2013 (as soon as possible).
· If you need assistance, go to the Career Center or Financial Aid office at your college.
· Graduation
· Order cap/gown and invitations and pay for them
· Balfour is here at WHS the first Tuesday of every month
· Mark your calendar:
· Prom-April 27, 2013
· Baccalaureate-June 2, 2013
· Graduation-June 6, 2013
*After high school: If you have not decided what you are going to do next year, see your assigned counselor or Mrs. Lindsey in the Career Center.

*College-If you have applied to colleges, check the college website to monitor your application status. Sometimes it is necessary to send transcripts again if the college indicates that one has not been received.

Counselor Letters of Recommendation

Many colleges do not require letters of recommendation. Do not send them if they are not required by the college. After you have ascertained that you need a letter of recommendation from your counselor, follow these guidelines:

1. Complete a Letter of Recommendation Form that is included in this packet. This information provides your counselor with personal information, highlighting your distinctive characteristics. Your letter of recommendation may include qualities from this form, so be sure to put some thought into the answers. Counselors will make every effort to write a letter that is both factual and interesting.
2. Transcripts are always mailed by the school and often these are included with the counselor’s letter of recommendation.
3. Once you have completed the Letter of Recommendation Form please make copies to give to teachers for letters of recommendation.
It is important that you give your teachers and counselor plenty of time to complete your letter.

Request a letter TWO WEEKS BEFORE YOUR DEADLINE

SENIOR INFORMATION FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

Name_____________________________________    Phone_______________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Social Security # ____________________________   Birth date____________________

Parent names_____________________________________________________________

Preferred college/university_________________________________________________

Possible career goals ______________________________________________________

What classes have you enjoyed most in high school?  Why? 

What activities, travels, hobbies, etc., set you apart from other students?  Is there something unusual that you have accomplished?

Who do you admire?  Who has influenced you the most?

What would your friends/family say are your strengths?

Have you done any volunteer or community service work?

How do you view yourself?  In what areas would you contribute on a university campus?

Do you have any dreams for your life in the distant future?

Is there anything else that you can relate that would help a college admissions officer know who you are and what you are about?

Senior Year Timeline

August/September

· Finalize your dream college or technical school choices to at least three:

My dream school

50-50 chance school

Sure thing!

· Scholarship opportunities should be researched by using the information in the Career Center, public library, or internet. The ROO Scholarship Report is published monthly and will provide the most current scholarship information. There will also be updates from the counselors regarding current scholarships.

· Register for the October ACT or SAT if you need to retake them or take them for the first time. 

· Request information about admissions, housing, and financial aid from the Admissions Office of your chosen colleges.

· MEET DEADLINES!!

· If you are an athlete who wants to participate in athletics in college and have not registered with the NCAA Clearinghouse, register NOW. (www.ncaaclearinghouse.com)

October/November

· Attend the Weatherford High School College and Career Fair.

· Complete your applications for admission either online or with a paper-pencil copy (www.applytexas.com). Apply early.

· Take the SAT/ACT on the day you registered. You must have your admission ticket, picture ID and calculator.
· November 1-Balfour Senior Assembly to order caps, gowns & invitations

· Order caps, gowns & invitations
December

· Register to retake the SAT or ACT, if necessary
· Finalize applications by Dec. 15, a common deadline with colleges and universities
· Begin gathering information for completion of the FAFSA, Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You can apply at www.fafsa.ed.gov
· Order Caps, gowns & invitations
January/February

· Send your FAFSA form as soon as your family finalizes their income tax return. If there is a delay in filing the income tax return, you should complete the FAFSA by estimating income. When income tax return is complete, you must correct the income information.
· Continue applying for scholarships.
· Order Cap, gown, and invitations from Balfour
March/April

· Watch for acceptance letters from colleges; make your decision. Check your college website weekly with a PIN number to verify that all necessary documents have been received. If your transcript is listed as not received, ask that another one be sent.
· Register for a Freshman Orientation weekend at your college.
· April 1 & 2- Invitation delivery from Balfour
· April 26-Senior Class Picture
· Prom-April 27
· TAKS Retest
May
· Project Opportunity Luncheon
· May 6 & 7-cap and gown delivered
· May 24-Senior Awards Assembly 
· AP Tests

June
· Graduate June 6!!!!!!!!!!!
· Send Final Transcript to College
· Baccalaureate-June 2
